
Find the right fit... we can offer 
structured vehicle finance options to 
suit you, call today.

Did you know?

You could be saving! 

There is a mailbox on the Great Barrier 
Reef. The isolated postbox is found on 
a dive platform 72 km offshore. 

It seems with local and foreign investors driving up competition in the property 
market, buying as a first time investor rather than a first home buyer may be a 
great way for young people to make their mark on the property ladder.

When you look at buying a property from 
an investor’s point of view, rather than 
looking for your first home, the options 
available to you increase substantially and 
can offer many advantages.

Expand your options: When you consider 
looking for a property to invest in rather 
than one to live in you no longer need to be 
tied to a certain area that is close to work, 
or that fits with your lifestyle. With a larger 
number of suburbs to look in, the number 
of properties you can consider obviously 
increases. You can also look at ‘property 
hotspots’ where the growth on your 
investment could potentially be higher 
than in the area you want to live in yourself.

It also means being able to consider 
cheaper options. Looking in another city 
with more affordable property prices can 
also make buying for the first time much 
more realistic. When you’re not looking for 
your dream home, finding a property that 
makes sense numbers-wise becomes a lot 
easier. If you want to live in an expensive 
suburb, it can be much more affordable to 
rent in the more expensive suburb and have 
an investment property in a cheaper area.

Extra tax deductions: There are a lot of tax 
deductions available for costs associated 
with a property when you are an investor 
that aren’t available as an owner/occupier. 

Some of these include interest on a loan 
used to purchase the property, body 
corporate fees, council rates, insurance and 
other costs associated with repairing and 
maintaining the property.

Increased borrowing power: You may be 
able to borrow more for an investment 
property than for a home as having a 
tenant paying rent adds extra income to be 
put towards loan repayments. This will be 
considered by your lender when they look 
at your capacity to make repayments on a 
loan.

What about the First Home Owner 
Grant? While the rules for the First Home 
Owner Grant vary from state to state, in 
most situations there is a condition that 
you must live in the property for at least 6 
months after settlement. 

If you’re buying to invest, you won’t meet 
this condition, however the rental income 
and tax benefits you receive as an investor 
may outweigh the grant benefits.

If you’re considering getting into the 
property market as a first time buyer, or 
perhaps you have pesky children that do 
not seem to be leaving the nest anytime 
soon, why not get them to contact us to 
find out their options for an investment 
property?
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New Credit Law Changes and How They Affect You

When you apply for a loan the first thing many providers will look at is your credit file. Packed full of information 
on how you have dealt with credit in the past, and how you are dealing with it currently, your credit file allows 
lenders to assess how well you would deal with credit if they were to provide you a loan.

A credit file contains information relating to your employment 
history, your credit history, what credit you currently have 
in your name, and whether you have had any defaults or 
bankruptcies in your name in the past. 

Changes to the credit reporting system

As of 12th March, some big changes were made to Australia’s 
privacy laws, meaning that credit providers now have access to 
more information in your file, allowing them to better assess 
your credit worthiness.

Data collected will go back as far as December 2012, and new 
information recorded will include the date your past credit 
payments were due, and whether or not you made the payment 
on time. 

It will also include more detailed information on any payments 
you have defaulted on. Defaults will be listed on your credit file 
for five years. The minimum amount outstanding for a default 
to be reported has increased to $150, but there is now scope for 
late or missed payments to also be reported. Meaning paying 
your bills on time is more important than ever!

It’s not all doom and gloom, new reporting will highlight good 
behaviour, recording if you have made your credit payments 
on time. It will also be more balanced and transparent for 
consumers who already have a good credit history, as well 

as those who previously had trouble meeting their financial 
commitments, as it may enable them to access quality credit 
where they may not have been able to previously. 

Why your credit file is important?

If you have defaulted on payments, made late payments, had 
debt agreements or declared bankruptcies in the past, you will 
be flagged by potential lenders when you make an application. 
Providers may see you as a risk and deny your application, or 
you may have to pay higher interest rates to make up for the 
potential risk.

What can you do about your credit rating?

With the new laws giving a bigger picture on your credit file to 
potential credit providers, you do need to be more diligent with 
your finances to avoid any of the negative effects this bigger 
picture can have.

To avoid damaging your credit rating under the new laws, 
it’s most important to make payments for bills, loans and 
credit cards on time. If you are having trouble paying bills or 
loan repayments, speak to your provider before the account 
becomes overdue. They may be able to help you out with a plan 
for paying it off, or changing your payment arrangements so 
you can avoid ending up with an overdue or default listing on 
your record.

Establishing a good credit history is paramount to maximising 
the benefits of the new reporting system. if you’re having 
trouble with your exsisting debts contact one of our expert 
advisers today to discuss options available. 
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We can also help you with: 

 - Vehicle finance
 - Equipment finance
 - Home & contents insurance
 - Risk insurance
 - Superannuation 
 - Financial advice
 - Wealth protection

Call us today!
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Method
1. Preheat oven to 200˚C. Place rosemary 

in roasting pan, drizzle with oil and 
cook for 8-10 minutes until dry 
and crispy. Remove and cool.

2. Remove rosemary leaves from stem 
and add to food processor with 
the salt. Pulse until ground.

3. Increase oven temperature to 250˚C 
and place large baking tray in oven.

4. Rub herbed salt into the pork skin, working 
into the score marks . Place pork on small 
rack in large baking dish, skin side up. Cook in 
oven for about 20 minutes to crisp the skin.

5. While pork leg is cooking, toss potatoes, 
shallots and garlic with smoked 
paprika, oil, salt and pepper.

6. After 20 minutes , reduce the heat to 
180˚C. Remove preheated baking tray 

from oven and scatter the potatoes 
around the pan in a single layer.

7. Place potatoes in oven with pork and cook 
a further 45 minutes until pork is cooked 
through or a thermometer reads 55˚C (cook 
for 20-25 minutes per 500g of weight) 
and potatoes are crispy and tender.

8. Remove pork from oven and stand for 20 
minutes to allow the juices to settle. Remove 
potatoes and keep covered with foil .

9. Slice the pork and serve with the potatoes, 
shallots and any remaining pan juices.

Cook’s Corner

Ingredients
 - 6 small sprigs fresh rosemary 
 - 1 tablespoon sea salt (or coarse salt) 
 - 1 teaspoon olive oil 
 - 1.5kg easy carve pork leg roast (scored)
 - 1-1.5kg Carisma potatoes, cut into halves
 - 8 shallots, peeled 
 - 4 cloves garlic, finely chopped 
 - 1 teaspoon smoked paprika 
 - 1 tablespoon olive oil

Pork Leg Roast with shallots and potatoes

enjoy

Which word in the 
English language 
becomes shorter when it 
is lengthened?
Answer on page 4

Q
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“Paying your bills on time is 
now more important than ever.”

Energy Saving Tips for Winter
Winter is coming and it’s time to prep your home to keep warm and cosy without spending a fortune.

LIVING ROOMS
 & Reduce draughts by closing windows, doors and curtains.
 & Set central heating to between 18°C and 21°C.
 & Install efficient lighting and turn lights off when unneeded.
 & Switch off appliances at the wall.
 & Buy appliances with good energy efficiency ratings.

KITCHEN
 & Provide space for air to circulate around the fridge .
 & Check the fridge door seals are intact.
 & Use an electric frypan or microwave rather than the oven.
 & Cover pots and pans to reduce cooking time.
 & Only run the dishwasher when full.

BATHROOM AND LAUNDRY
 & Use cold water where possible.
 & Avoid using the clothes dryer—hang clothes out.    
 & Use washing machine only when it’s a full load.
 & Select a low-flow shower head with a flow rate of 

less than 10 litres per minute.

KEEP IN MIND IF RENOVATING
 & Try to incorporate energy efficient principles.
 & Insulate ceilings and walls to retain warm air.
 & Install ceiling fans.
 & Install solar panels and a solar hot water system.
 & If you have a gas connection, install a gas oven.



Setting Goals Based on Life Stages
Where are you going financially? If you’re unsure of your destination, you may find it difficult to reach it. Regardless of where you are in life, it’s 
never too early – or late – to plan and achieve your goals. Setting goals early in life can set up good financial habits that will assist you in achieving 
financial security.

At any stage of life you will have financial goals. For example, in your 
twenties you might want to buy a car, in your thirties you might be 
saving for your first home, planning to get married and start a family.

As you progress through life, your priorities will shift and your 
financial goals will change, so, by the time you’re in your 50s you’ll 
probably be focused on paying off your home and well on the way to 
saving for your ideal retirement lifestyle.

Most people understand the value of engaging a financial planner to 
assist in setting up an investment portfolio or life insurance plan. But 
many don’t realise that a financial adviser can also help them to set 
and achieve lifestyle goals.

One of the most effective steps in goal setting is determining 
whether or not the goal is attainable, that is, can you afford it? And a 
fundamental factor in assessing affordability is budgeting.

When you’re younger and perhaps still living at home, budgeting 
from week-to-week might be relatively easy – until you decide to 
save for something like an overseas holiday or your first car. 

A financial adviser can help you assess your financial position and 
explain a variety of savings products that will suit you and help you 
meet your targets.

Additionally, you can’t go wrong by creating healthy financial habits 
early in life. 

Once you’ve moved out of home, your income will probably have 
increased, and so too your financial responsibilities. Budgeting now 
takes on greater importance.

While your goals are changing in line with your lifestyle, your financial 
plan will need reviewing. By working together, you and your financial 
adviser can establish a realistic budget that meets your day-to-day 
needs and helps you reach your savings targets.

Later in life, when your children have moved out of home and your 
mortgage is almost paid off, your priorities shift to maximising your 
superannuation savings and minimising tax. But how will you know 
how much super you’ll need at retirement to be able to afford your 
ideal lifestyle? 

An accurate assessment of your retirement goals will help you 
determine your savings target.

There are many strategies available to enable you to make additional 
super contributions while reducing your taxable income. A financial 
adviser can discuss these with you and help you decide how a tailored 
retirement savings plan could benefit you.

Financial goals change and grow with you throughout your lifetime. 
By working with a financial adviser, you give yourself the best 
possible chance of achieving them, no matter your age.

The Last Word
“Business opportunities are like buses, 

there’s always another one coming”
Sir Richard Branson
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Green Finance Group
T 07 3899 2866 
F 07 3399 2866
Shop 4 / 119 Riding Road, Hawthorne
www.greenfinancegroup.com.au
info@greenfinancegroup.com.au

Disclaimer: This newsletter contains general information only and in no way constitutes the provision of 
professional advice nor should it be relied on as a substitute for financial, accounting, legal or other professional 
advice. We have not taken into account the financial situation, investment objectives or particular needs of 
any particular person. Before making an investment or financial decision, a person must seek appropriate 
independent professional advice and also consider whether this information is appropriate to their needs, 
objectives and circumstances. Information in this newsletter relating to matters concerning Credit Services are 
made on behalf of Astute Financial Management Pty Ltd (Australian Credit Licence No. 364 253) and matters 
concerning investment, superannuation, insurance and Financial Services are made on behalf of AIW Dealer 
Services Pty Limited (AFSL 414 256)(collectively “Astute Companies”). The Astute Companies as well as their 
brokers, representatives, agents  and employees give no guarantees and make no representations, express or 
implied, as to the accuracy, currency completeness or suitability of the information contained in this document.  
Furthermore, and without limiting the foregoing, the Astute Companies and their brokers, representatives, 
agents  and employees accept no liability whatsoever as a result of any information herein being incorrect, 
incomplete or unsuitable or as a result of a person in any way using or relying on the information herein. 

This newsletter has been sent to you by Green Finance Group Pty Ltd ATF Green Finance Trust ABN 27 795 793 611 an 
authorised credit representative of Astute Financial Management Pty Ltd (Australian Credit Licence No. 364 253) .

www.facebook.com/greenfinancegroup

au.linkedin.com/pub/daniel-green/38/990/525

Trivia Challenge Answer (from page 2): Short


